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exploited over a period of many years.1 From the
memory of this terrible scene Bulwer fled to Ireland.
But he was in England again by the autumn, writing
his pamphlet for the election and fighting for his own
seat. Suddenly, during the week after Chriftmas and
without any previous warning of his wife's change of
heart, he received a silly little pifture, cut from a child's
&ory and showing a dog begging pardon with one paw.
Under the pi&ure was scrawled: " Poodle wishes
Pups a Happy New Year."

This message was of course the direft result of
Rosina's Chriftmas visit to London to see her uncle
and of the advice which Miss Greene records his having
given her; and the message itself was even more
significant than its impulse. There is something at
once poignant and difta&eful in this cheap but pathetic
gesture from such* a woman as Rosina to such a man
as Edward Bulwer. But the incident was very
charafteriftic of he,r, and helps us to underhand how
hopeless was any prospeft of permanent cordiality
between them. Under the Stress of her sorrow, she
had rapidly developed dog-mania to a degree little
short of fantastic. It was not thwarted maternal
in&inft, because her children were with her and, as we
know, she had regularly treated them with indifference,
negleft and at times unkindness. Rather was it a
queer expression of immature egoism, a blend of silly

1 Cf. Lytton, I. 284 seq. and Devey 83-4. The only mention in
Miss Greene's recollections of this meeting and its consequences occurs
in the second paragraph of the passage quoted above (p. 387). The scene
occurred in London after the return from the unlucky visit to Kneb-
worth, so that Miss Greene was admittedly not present. But it is
curious that so sensational an episode should be passed over, not only
because Rosina would certainly have spoken of her husband's violence
when complaining at random of his treatment of her, but also because
it is probable (as Lord Lytton suggests) that the fear and fury produced
by the episode finally deftroyed her mental control and left her unable
to resi& the temptation of drink.